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WELCOME ADDRESS  
 
The French High Committee for National Resilience (www.hcfrn.org) welcomes 
participants to the TIEMS 2020 Virtual Conference – Citizens and Cities Facing New 
Hazards and Threats.  
 
HCFRN is a non-profit organization which helps its members to improve the security, 
safety and resilience of public and private organizations, regarding the major risks and 
threats. It contributes to the protection of populations and to the objective of national 
resilience. It is a platform for exchanges between the Government, parliamentary 
assemblies, local authorities, companies and experts on issues relating to security, safety 
and organizational and structural resilience.  
 
We are pleased to be partnering with The International Emergency Management Society 
(TIEMS) in presenting this conference and pursuing our common goal of a safer, more 
resilient world. The event should initially have taken place in Paris, but with the worldwide 
major health crisis we are living, the proposal to offer it using internet came as a natural 
development. 
 
TIEMS and the HCFRN team are very proud to make it happen and I thank the 70 
speakers from 25 countries who are talking during the five next days about their activities 
and research on COVID-19; Natural Hazards and Climate Change; AI, Cybersecurity and 
Climate Change; Smart Resilient Cities; and Economics Issues. We hope our large 
international virtual audience will find these presentations informative and inspiring. 
 
Cities all over the world are on the frontline today to respond to the COVID-19 crisis by 
playing a key role to implement nation-wide measures and providing innovative strategies 
for recovery and resilience.  
I would like to remind you that nearly 70% of the EU population lives in urban areas. Cities 
are main centers for all economic, social and cultural activities in Europe and create 
around 80% of the EU’s gross domestic product.  
 

We have learned and still learn a lot about resilience with this crisis. Major shocks aren’t 
generally well prepared. It should be pointed out that there is on one hand the resilience 
you know well about and practice regularly as emergency management experts (risks and 
threats analysis, planning, mitigation, management, lessons learned) that is to say 
"operational resilience" which tackles the consequences, and on the other hand we have a 
wider resilience process “structural resilience” addressed to the causes, and we have to 
think about it more, in terms of preparedness, climate change, new form of technologies, 
new hazards, electric cars. Looking into deep dependencies is crucial when you think 
about exceptional risks. We hope this conference will help you think about the importance 
of both, and provide you a clear and objective insight on the various subjects. Have a nice 
conference week!  
 

 
Christian Sommade, General Delegate  
Haut comité français pour la résilience nationale (HCFRN) 
Paris, France 
 

http://www.hcfrn.org/


Foreword from TIEMS President  
 
The COVID19 pandemic has changed the world, and the world has been fighting for almost a year 
to stop this serious threat to the world’s population. Everybody is waiting for a vaccine to reduce 
the risk and prevent more people to be the victims of this pandemic. Today the frighting numbers 
are that more than 58 mill people are infected and almost 1.4 mill have died by this deadly virus. 
And the “second wave” is spreading rapidly in Europe.  
This has clearly shown the need for global cooperation and coordination are more important than 
ever before. By working together and sharing of experiences and exchange of views among the 
experts of different countries, we can learn from each other to develop better methods and 
systems and advocate for better policies in fighting pandemics and other emergencies, to be 
standardized and implemented all over the world.  
TIEMS needed also to change the way we operate because of the pandemic, and TIEMS 2020 
Annual Conference is virtual and performed on ZOOM. This is a new experience for TIEMS, but 
has also given new opportunities, namely that more people can attend, because of no expenses 
for travelling, and that the event will free of charge for participation. TIEMS annual conferences 
worldwide are platforms where all stakeholders can meet and exchange experiences and views 
and focus on different global and local important topics and issues in emergency and crisis 
management.  
The COVID19 will be one of the most important topics to discuss, and 3 of 10 sessions are actually 
devoted to this topic. TIEMS 2020 Virtual Annual Conference in Paris, France, is TIEMS 27th 
Anniversary conference, and since I have been with the organization since its establishment in 
Washington DC. in 1993, it is with great pleasure to recognize that TIEMS has grown to a 
worldwide and “mature” and recognized worldwide organization.  
TIEMS 2020 Virtual Annual conference will give all an opportunity to attend, because they can 
attend from their home place as long as they have a computer and internet available. This will 
therefore form a good meeting place on ZOOM between the locals and international experts, and 
give all the opportunity to learn from each other and exchange experiences and find better 
solutions, which can improve local and international preparedness for disastrous events, and build 
more resilient societies worldwide.  
TIEMS local organizing committee, TIEMS France Chapter/The French High Committee for 
National Resilience (HCFRN), is the host of this conference, and the members of the organizing 
committee have done an excellent job for preparing the conference, and I like to thank them all for 
the commitment and dedication to make an excellent conference given the challenges the 
COVID19 has given them. Special thanks go to Jean – Paul Monet, Christian Sommade, Lauriane 
Abriat and Gilles Dusserre.  
Both international and local presentations of high quality form up a comprehensive program 
comprising 10 sessions with keynotes, paper and poster presentations, workshops and panel 
debate, and the event is very international with contributions of speakers from 25 
countries/territories. This virtual conference program will certainly make the 5 days TIEMS 2020 
Virtual Annual conference on Zoom from Paris to a memorable event.  
The papers will be included in TIEMS 2020 Annual Conference Proceedings, and some full papers 
will be peer reviewed and published in an international recognized journal. Many thanks go to Dr. 
Meen Chhetri, Chair of TIEMS Paper Review Committee, for reviewing all papers together with Dr. 
Thomas Robertson, and giving good advice to the authors, seeing to it that all papers are of high 
quality. Many thanks also go to Dr. Snjezana Knezic for assisting in paper review and putting 
together the conference proceedings.  
 
Welcome all to TIEMS 2020 Virtual Annual Conference. 
 
Oslo 22nd November 2020         
K. Harald Drager  
TIEMS President 
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