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Welcome to Berlin from TIEMS President 
 
In a time of increasing number and severity of disasters, global cooperation and coordination are 
more vital than ever before. By working together and sharing of experiences and exchange of 
views among the experts of different countries we can learn from each other to develop better 
methods and systems and advocate for better policies in emergency and disaster management to 
be standardized and implemented all over the world. TIEMS conferences are such platforms where 
all stakeholders can meet and exchange experience and views and focus on different globally 
important subjects in emergency and crisis management. TIEMS conference in Berlin, Germany 
30th October – 1st November 2013 is focusing on public alerting and use of social media during 
crisis and disasters. This gives the attending international experts in emergency and crisis 
management the opportunity to meet and exchange experiences and hopefully find better solutions 
which can improve the international preparedness for disastrous events. 
 
TIEMS is a Global Forum for Education, Certification and Policy in Emergency and Disaster 
Management and is dedicated to developing and bringing the benefits of modern emergency 
management tools and techniques and best practice to society for a safer world, through 
exchanging information of the use of innovative methods, technologies and operations to improve 
society’s ability to avoid, mitigate, respond to and recover from natural and technological disasters. 
TIEMS provides a platform for all stakeholders within the global emergency and disaster 
management community to meet and network, learn about technologies and operational methods, 
and exchange experience on best practice, and influence policy makers worldwide to improve 
global cooperation and establish global standards within emergency and disaster management. 
 
TIEMS always cooperate locally when doing international events, and the Berlin local host 
Fraunhofer, with its representatives, Michael Klafft and Monika Pinkas, have done impressive 
preparations of the event together with TIEMS, and recruited sponsors, exhibitors and 
presentations of high quality, seeing to it that we have a high quality program with key international 
speakers and exhibitors.  The event is expected to be visited by around 100 participants from all 
over the world. The participants will be having a comprehensive program of around 35 important 
presentations. The above technical program integrated with relaxing social events, showing the 
German culture on its best, will certainly make the 3 days at TIEMS Berlin conference 2013 a 
memorable event. 
 
The papers will be presented in the conference proceedings, and should give a broad international 
view of public alerting and use of social media during crisis and disasters in an international 
perspective. With these proceedings TIEMS like to stimulate to a continuous ongoing global 
dialogue on these issues, which is important concerning improved preparedness. Many thanks go 
to Meen Chhetri, Chair of the Paper Review Committee, together with his co-chair Snjezana 
Knezic and their review team for doing an excellent job with reviewing the papers and preparing 
and being the co-editors of the proceedings together with the local host representatives.  
 
TIEMS is an international, non political and not for profit NGO and has limited financial resources. 
TIEMS Berlin conference 2013 had not been possible without the support and co-organizing of the 
event by Fraunhofer and the EU project Opti Alert Advisory Board member’s organizations. TIEMS 
is very thankful to all of them. 
 
I welcome all participants to TIEMS Berlin Conference 30th October – 1st November 2013. 
 
Oslo 19th September 2013         
K. Harald Drager 
TIEMS President  
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