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An App for everything

App's = software programs designed to run on mobile device
operating systems

+ Mobile phones, tablets, PC’s, Vehicles, smart watches ...

+ Rate of App growth 45% in 2012

+ 1.4 billion smartphones by end of 2013

+ Are download from internet ‘App stores’ or specific websites

+ Created by Individuals, and public / private sector
organizations




Operating systems

Gartner Forecast Estimates
Mobile OS Sales by Market Share (2009-2016)
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Disaster App’s = Mobile application targeted
on use before, after or during a disaster
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App Categories

eGlobal disaster
mapping

eNational/regional
disaster news

eSpecific disaster
type tracking
(earthquakes,
tornado, space
weather etc)

eDeases/flu tracking/
alert

eNews aggregator
apps on specific
event or region

eForum Apps for
preparedness issues

*P2P crowdsoursing
info apps

eVolunteering app's

Apps

ePreparedness Guide

eFirst aid info

e Psychologicagy First
aid

e Historical Disaster
Video/picture

e Disaster trivia

ejournals

eEducational Games

enuclear escape info

eEmergency
procedure

echildrensbooks

eHazardous material
info

*Global emergency
numbers

ehow to make
emergency Kit info

eX-ray analysis guide

eBusiness Impact
assesment guide

———

ePanic buttons
¢GPS Tracking
eCompass
eTorch
eSiren/whistle
epolice/emergency
vehicle mimicing
eMedical record
storage
*Emergency kit -
replacement items

remindersRapid
Recall group alerts

eSeismometer
eScanner

eHouse Insurance
content records

eDonation
eshelter locator
ewifi comm's
eperson finder

eSuperstitous
Disaster prediction

apps
eRadiation detectors




Innovations
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Concerns

+ App store ratings / information

+ Zombie App’s

+ 7 common criticisms by users:

1.

2.

Not installing onto certain phones

Problems with OS update compatibility

Data source format changes impact performance (USGS)
Reduce Battery life

App loading problems

Data not relevant to person location

Hidden subscription/login requirement




Consideration for creating an App.

+ Cost of app development and launch

+ Cost of life cycle maintenance

+ Security of data provided and/or stored

+ Target Users for app (General vs specialist appeal)
+ Core purpose of mobile app

+ Value added nature of app over existing app’s

+ Data Interoperability




Discussion and conclusion

+ City vs Regional vs national approach

+ General vs Specialist app’s

+ Demography of users

+ A need for disaster app vetted list or quality mark?

+ Impact of app’s for non-mobile platforms (i.e vehicle app’s,
watch apps etc)

In terms of saving lives app’s are useful but not to the level of
reliability needed for critical to life function.
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Thank you for listening !
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